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PROCEEDINGS OF LEARNED SOCIETIES. 

BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH. 

February 11 , 1858. — Dr. Seller, President, in the Chair. 

The following papers were read : — 

1. “ Remarks on the Suborder Orthotrichece” by Benjamin Car- 
rington, M.D. 

Dr. Carrington pointed out the futility of founding genera on cha- 
racters depending upon the peristome alone, which he considered a 
non-essential organ, and, like the number of petals in flowering plants, 
only useful as affording specific characters. * He also drew attention 
to the importance of studying more carefully than had hitherto been 
done, the limits of variation of individual species, for which purpose 
the bryologist should acquaint himself with the plant in its different 
stages of growth, and its appearance on certain soils, and in humid 
or dry and exposed localities. 

2. “ Notes of a Botanical Trip with Pupils to Coldstream and 
Norham, in July 18 57,” by Prof. Balfour. 

3. “ Remarks on the Distribution of Plants in the Northern States, 
Canada, and the Hudson’s Bay Company’s Territories, &c.,” by 
Dr. George Lawson. Part 1. 

Dr. Lawson alluded to the favourable conditions afforded by the 
physical characters of the North American continent for tracing the 
horizontal range of vegetation. Having recently received extensive 
collections of North American plants, he proposed to bring before 
the Society some of the more interesting facts which they served to 
illustrate. The Arctic forms were first noticed. A collection made 
by Captain Rae during his last boat- voyage in search of Sir John 
Franklin, contained only one Fern, the rare Lastrea fragrans (Po- 
lypodium fragrans, Linn.), from Repulse Bay. Mr. Moore observes, 
in a letter to Dr. Lawson, that the North American Allosorus gracilis 
is the Pteris Stelleri of Amman, Allosorus Stelleri of Ruprecht, 
which name takes precedence. So that it spreads from North America 
through Siberia to India, whence Dr. Hooker has it. 

4. “ Notice of the Produce of the Olive Crop in the Island of Corfu 
during the past Season,” by Mr. Mackenzie, of Corfu. 

5. “ Remarks on a species of Loranthus , and Measurements of 
Tree-Ferns in Australia,” by Mr. Thomas Cannan. 

Mr. Cannan has sent seeds of a parasitic species of Loranthus . 
They are attached to branches, and some of them are beginning to 
germinate. It is said to produce showy flowers, and to grow on 
almost any tree with a smooth bark. It grows well on some of the 
trees introduced into Melbourne gardens, such as the English Oak 
and Elm, and the common Laburnum. It attaches itself to the 
native Eucalypti , and is propagated by means of birds, which scatter 
the seeds. Mr. Cannan also sends the following measurements of 
Tree-ferns met with during his Australian rambles: — No. 1. From 
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the ground to the top of some upright fronds, 18 feet; from the 
ground to the crown, clean stem, 1 3 feet ; girth at the bottom of the 
stem, 8 feet ; girth 5-j- feet from the ground, 4^ feet ; length of 
fronds, 10-12 feet. About halfway from the ground this plant is di- 
vided into two stems, each stem supporting a beautiful head. No. 2. 
Length of clean stem, 1 8 feet ; girth at the bottom, 7 feet ; girth 
5 feet from the ground, 51 feet ; length of fronds, 5 feet. No. 3. 
Clean stem from the ground to the crown, 20 feet ; divides into two 
stems, one measuring 1 1 and the other 8 feet ; girth where the stem 
divides, 5 feet ; length of fronds, 6 feet. No. 4. Length of stem, 
20 feet ; girth at bottom, 6 feet ; girth 6 feet from the ground, 4 
feet ; length of frond, 5-6 feet. 

6. “Notice of Plants collected in the Isle of Skye,” by Dr. John 
Alexander Smith and Dr. Gilchrist. 

Dr. Smith, while residing at Armadale Castle, Skye, in October 
and November last, observed a few interesting plants in the neigh- 
bourhood ; Sticta Pulmonaria was in great abundance and in fine 
fruit on the trees. Himanthalia lorea formed large patches on the 
rocks along the shore. 

ZOOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 

January 12, 1858. — Dr. Gray, F.R.S., V.P., in the Chair. 

A Monograph of the Genus Nyctophilus. 

By Robert F. Tomes. 

The characters of the present genus were first briefly given by 
Dr. Leach in a communication to the Linnsean Society in March 
1820, which was not, however, published until 1822. 

The paper is entitled, “ The characters of seven genera of Bats 
with foliaceous appendages to the nose;” the seven genera being, 
Artibeus , Monophyllus , Mormoops , Nyctophilus , Megaderma , Vam- 
pyruSy and Madateus. 

From the manner in which Nyctophilus is here associated with 
the other genera, it seems not unfair to assume that Dr. Leach re- 
garded it as more or less closely aifined to them ; and they, with the 
exception perhaps of Mormoops , all appertain to the Phyllostomidce . 

M. Temminck, in his monograph of the genus, gives it as his 
opinion that it may properly be placed between Rhinolophus and 
Nycteris ; and Dr. Gray, although arranging it amongst the Vesper - 
tilionidcey or Simple nosed Bats, nevertheless places it immediately 
after Nycteris , which he considers as belonging to the Vespertilio - 
nidce also. But Nycteris is thought by some zoologists to have 
some affinity with the Rhinolophidce y and my own repeated exami- 
nations have convinced me that it is simply a modification of Rhino- 
lophus. 

From this it would seem that the genus Nyctophilus has always 
been considered by those who have studied the subject as either be- 
longing to the Istiophori or Leaf-nosed Bats proper, or as having 
some affinity with them. 

It will be the purpose of the present paper to show that the genus 


